Wawel* Hill, and the type of. building we still call the
Cracow style. His own chapel-tomb in the cathedral on
the Wawel is considered by art critics to be one of the
finest specimens of Renaissance architecture in Europe.

2.    The general   cultural  level   of   Poland   was
materially raised and the foundations laid for the high
level of European civilization which prevailed among
the privileged classes from this time on.

3.    The  Protestant  Reformation,  though   edicts
were issued against it, was not suppressed with blood
as in all the other important Catholic lands, and was
for many years a source of increasing freedom of mind
and a stimulation to learning.    Among other things it
brought about the elevation of the Polish tongue to
the status of a literary language, gradually replacing
Latin, which had been the language of documents,
official addresses and correspondence until about 1550.

4.    The   large   and   purely   Polish   province   of
Mazovia, of which Warsaw was the centre, passed to
the Polish Crown in 1526 through the dying out of the
reigning ducal line.

5.    East  Prussia  was  reorganized  as  a   secular
duchy tributary  to  Poland with   King   Zygmunt's
nephew, Albert of Brandenburg, as the first duke.
Matejko's   historic   painting   of   this   duke   paying
official homage to Zygmunt outside the Cloth-Hall in
Cracow (the vast canvas itself in the National Museum
within the Cloth-Hall) is, like the Grunwald picture
in Warsaw, not only a great painting but a national

* Pronounce Vavell.